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The Holy Club 
 
That was the name of a small group that Charles Wesley founded     at Oxford University 
in the summer of 1729.  It was also called a little society or religious  society.  The pur-
pose of it was to study together.  These groups or societies became    the beginning of a 
movement that became the Methodist church. John Wesley wrote in       his journal: “We 
agreed to advise the more serious among them to form themselves  
into a sort of little society, and to meet once or twice a week, in order  
to reprove, instruct, and exhort one another.  ”During the formative  
period of Methodism, 1738-44, Wesley used these small groups  
to encourage those who were serious about their faith to grow.  They  
would discuss scripture, pray, and talk about how they were doing with  
the general rules (doing no harm, doing good, and tending to the  
ordinances of the church).  These groups were modeled closely  
after the early church.  Wesley had no intention of starting a  
denomination,  he wanted spiritual renewal in the existing Anglican  
church of which he was a part.  As the relationship between England  
and America deteriorated, he was forced into it.  Class meetings became  
a part of the Methodist church in America.   
 
Wesley influenced a revival in England and the Methodist movement and  
church spread rapidly across the United States.  The small groups over the  
years faded into history.  Today, there is a revival of small groups, sometimes  



years faded into history.  Today, there is a revival of small groups, sometimes  
called cell groups.  These are really nothing different than Wesley’s classes, or the  
early church that gathered in homes.   
 
 
In 2013, we are beginning some small groups here at the UMC of Mantua.  We are  
beginning with three.  It will be a time to meet, share, discuss, pray, and study  
together.  These groups will meet together monthly for an opportunity to worship  
together apart from our usual Sunday morning worship.  I would like to invite you to  
become a part of a small group. While we have some groups meeting that function  
 

like a small group, the intention of these groups is to grow, divide, and form new ones.  
Please read Greg’s article for more information.  I hope you will prayerfully consider your 
involvement in a group.  I look forward to learning and sharing together. 
 
       Pastor Doug 

We would like to wish all of you a very blessed and joyful Christmas Season.  As we cele-
brate this holy time of year and remember Christ’s birth,  our prayer for all of you is that 
His light will shine through the darkness, and that you will reflect that light to others.  In 
gratitude for all the ways that you share in ministry with us, we are making a gift in honor 
of our church family to the Africa University.  This is a some information about the school. 
 
In 2012, Africa University will celebrate 20 years as the first private, international universi-
ty in Zimbabwe. Located in Old Mutare, the university is the first fully accredited, United 
Methodist-related institution on the African continent established by action of the 1988 
General Conference. The university opened for classes in March 1992 with 40 students 
and currently has an enrollment of about 1,200. Africa University offers bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs in six faculties or colleges of learning: theology, education, ag-
riculture and natural resources, management and administration, humanities and social 
sciences, and health sciences. The Institute of Peace, Leadership, and Governance offers 
postgraduate diplomas and master’s programs.  
 
Thanks for all that you do. 
Pastor Doug, Pam, Justin, Tyler, and Kristin 
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All Are Free? Guess Again. 
 

By William M. Crowley, Educational Research Director  
2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV Cambridge), “Study to show thyself approved unto GOD…” 

This exciting, unending series provides a learning journey researching the familiar and not so familiar 
Gospel passages. Biblical references are KJV unless noted. 

 

The United States Declaration of Independence 
 

 “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men (my emphasis) are created equal…endowed 
by their Creator (my emphasis) with certain unalienable Rights…”, (Thomas Jefferson, 1776). 
 Howard Zinn’s, “A People’s History of the United States”, pg. 102, states that the passage of the 
Declaration and the subsequent Constitution did not even consider the early American women.  Men were 
created equal, but, women’s rights were ignored. In March, 1776, Abigail Adams, the wife of John 
Adams, a Declaration signor, wrote to John asking him to remember the ladies and not put such united 
power into the hands of men. John Adams replied, “…I cannot but laugh…Depend upon it, we know bet-
ter than to repeal our masculine systems.” They did not teach us this in school. 

In 1787, the Constitutional Convention placed voting qualifications in the hands of the States. 
Women who had the right to vote lost, except in New Jersey, this privilege. 

 

How Did This Second-Class Status Start? 
 

The general population believes the Bible has set the standard for women. After all, the snake inci-
dent supposedly pointed out Eve’s susceptibility to listening to bad advice. But, Adam was there with Eve. 
Genesis 3:6-7, “…she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened,…” The snake deceived both. Adam was 
also punished. GOD was fair. Are we? Are Eve’s descendants to be condemned by man? Read on! 

 

Myth: Eve’s Descendants Are Inferior Women 
 

This absolute nonsense resulted in loss of rights or trials by ordeal: 
Numbers 5:11-23. Jealous husband suspects wife unfaithful. No proof needed. Wife forced to drink 

hot water, dirt from the Temple floor mixed with ink from the indictment. Result: At best, stomach 
pain and distress. The man is not tested. 

I Cor. 14:35, “For it is shameful for a woman to speak in the Church.” 
 

What Did Jesus Say? 
 

Gal. 3:28, “…there is no longer male and female; …you are one in Christ Jesus.”  
 

Remember This: 
 

 There are more women enrolled in colleges than males. They occupy executive positions. I have 
worked, almost eleven years, for a Lady Hospital Administrator. Her professional knowledge rivaled any 
man. They are not inferiors, but, are valuable partners if we accept them. Jesus said women are our 
equals.  

 
Who wants to dispute HIM? 



Back to the Future 

 

 How does a church grow? How does the church not only grow, but how do the people also grow in the grace 

and knowledge of Jesus Christ? These questions have been around for as long as the church, but for quite some time 

the church hasn’t been growing, it has been in decline. 

 Nationally, church rolls have been thinning since the 1960s and one has to ask the question why? There are 

many answers to this question and I’m not going to detail them here, but rather I’m going to focus in one area in par-

ticular; the church has forgotten to really love one another. It’s that simple and I would like to say that I’ve been 

above all of that, but that wouldn’t be the truth. All of us have allowed our petty grievances to get the best of us and 

this has given rise to anger, resentment and what can best be described as ministerial tribalism. In other words; 

we’ve become like the world we live in and have nothing special to offer anyone. 

 

 In chapter 13 of John’s Gospel there is this golden nugget from our Savior: 
 

  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 

even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this  

all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for  

  one another.” 
 

 I truly believe that this is to be our first witness to those who are not followers of Christ and is the key to the 

success and explosive growth of the early church. The love that they had for one another must have been infectious 

to the world around them. Those small cells of believers gathering in homes must have appeared as a warm haven or 

safe sanctuary to the non believers within the communities in which they lived. Those early disciples cared for one 

another by lifting each other up and encouraging their brothers and sisters to live victorious lives in Christ and the 

historical record shows how effective they were at transforming their world. Within 300 years a small group of about 

two hundred people had grown to millions and the church was everywhere. 

 I’ve had a fascination with the early church for some time mainly because its early growth really can’t be at-

tributed to an institution; just small cells of people gathering and sharing the good news of salvation through Jesus 

Christ by demonstration and word. 

 Within our heritage as Methodists we have a similar story. Methodism grew from a small group of people to 

become the religious force of the 19th Century. The primary reason for this incredible growth can be attributed to the 

Methodist Class Meeting. The Class Meeting was not really a bible study or a social gathering. Wesley referred to it 

as a “means of grace” and it was a gathering that allowed people to share their burdens, build one another up, prac-

tice forgiveness and work out one’s faith within a group. It appears that John Wesley too was fascinated with the 

early church.  

 For the past decade there have been many books written about “Small Groups” as a means of evangelism and 

church growth and the history of the church universal gives credence to this idea. Small groups, church cells or Class 

Meetings are an excellent place for recognizing gifts, building up and training leadership as the church moves for-

ward. They also foster a warm and loving environment where the new believer can find others who will disciple 

him/ her. It’s also a non threatening place where a non believer can see the Christian life being lived out among a 

community of believers. 

 Starting in January the Evangelism Team will be starting three new groups. We have 3 people who have been 

led to lead and one of our leaders needs a place to hold the meetings. Maybe you would like to offer your home for 

an hour once a week or every other week. The vision is to expand the numbers as the year unfolds and to have at 

least six by January 2014. We’ll be having special services once a month to bring the groups together for sharing, 

prayer and communion. Every other month we hope to provide a meal. If you believe that you are being led to join a 

group, lead a group or offer your home as a meeting place please contact me or the church office. We’ll also be mak-

ing personal invitations in the upcoming weeks. 

 Please keep the Evangelism Team in your prayers as we move forward. Pray that we are guided by the Holy 

Spirit and that our efforts are of Him. 

 

        In Christ, 

        Greg 





Debbie Middleton will be serving as our new altar flower coordinator beginning in 
January.  Please use the form that is inserted in The Vine (or can be found in the 
Narthex) when ordering flowers for the altar and give or mail that form to Debbie.  
The cost for ordering is $12.50 per arrangement, and must be included with your  
order.  Thanks to Debbie for taking on this service. 



CONFIRMATION 
 
Confirmation is a time for youth to explore whether they would like to accept the vows 
made on their behalf at baptism for themselves.  We share in a time of learning about the 
church, its beliefs and history, and what it means to be United Methodist.  There are trips to 
a synagogue, to Philly, and to Baltimore.  It is for all youth in seventh grade and higher.  
We will begin meeting on January 10 at 7:00 pm with a meeting for youth and parents who 
are interested.  Please contact the church office if you would like to be a part of the class 
this year. 

Family Promise—Our guests will arrive February 10, 2013.  After taking inventory on our 
sheet supply, we could use some new single sheet sets.  They do not have to be brand 
new, they just need the bottom fitted sheet to have elastic so the sheets will stay in place.  
If you have any questions, please see Janet Fuhrer.  Thanks again for everyone’s contin-
ued support of this program. 

January and February Acolytes Meetings 
 
January 6 5:30 pm Meeting 
January 20 Ice Skating at Hollydell $9.00 per person—Meet at 2:15 pm,  
  skate from 3-4:15pm 
February 3 Superbowl Party—More info coming soon! 
February 17 5:30 pm Meeting 
 

Parents:  If you could help out by providing refreshments,  
please let us know which night you can help.  Thanks! 

Women’s Community Bible Study  
 

Women’s Community Bible Study led by Pastor Gene Wilkins meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays September through May at the United Methodist Church of Mantua.  
Starting at 9:30 am for coffee and fellowship, with the study beginning at 10:00 am.  Cur-
rently, Pastor Gene is leading a study on Biblical miracles.  All are welcome.  If you have 
any questions, contact the Church office at 468-2711 or call 468-5549. 

Going Food Shopping?  Buy Shop Rite and ACME Gift Cards from MTV before you go 
and use them like cash.  MTV receives 5% of  the gift card purchase and gift cards can be 
donated to Family Promise, Corinthian Cupboard or use them for yourself!  Gift Cards are 
available for purchase between services. 



1  Debra Heston 
 Christina Niemczura 
 Florence Porter 
3 Tom Jennings 
     D.J. Jones 
 Courtney Oudyk 
4  Gregory Brickner 
6  Corrine Brickner 
      Lynda Cusano 
7  David Fuchs 
12 Paul Brooks 
 Carl Kressley 
 Jill Salvatore 
 Marissa Stewart 

26 Christian Szychoski 
27 Bob Borgersen 
 Mark Durand 
 Lisa Rouh 
28  Lynn Heiss 
 Robert Stetser 
 Margaret Trexler 
29  Darrin Cusano 
 Stephanie Overton 
31 Brandi Leach 

2  John & Janet Sfaelos 
4  Mike & Jill Gorman 
6  James & Mary Brickner  
9  David & Nancy Pennell 
16 Darrin & Lynda Cusano 
27 Robert & Michelle Brickner 

13 Erica Brickner  
14 Sarah Reed 
15 Becky Langer 
16  Pearl Dickinson 
 Delaney Shutman 
 Beth Wyatt 
17  Emma Humble 
19  Araya Agren 
 Gunnar Fox 
20 Amber Nagtegaal 
22 Chris Donat 
24  Muriel Lisle 
 Laura Scirrotto 

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY! 

Happy January Anniversary 



Just for Fun! 

 

A little boy opened the big family Bible.  
He was fascinated as he fingered through the old pages.  
Suddenly something fell out of the Bible.  
He picked up the object and looked at it closely.  
What he saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages.  
 
"Momma, look what I found," the boy called out.  
 
"What have you got there, dear?" his mother asked.  
 
With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered: "I think it's Adam's underwear!"  

Hurricane Sandy Relief 
 

We are currently collecting the following items to help those effected by Hurricane Sandy 
Relief: 
 

• NEW winter hats, gloves, scarves and blankets - Please NO other clothing. 
• Toilet paper 
• Paper towels 
• Bottled Water 

United Methodist Men 
 

The UMM will be having a meeting on Tuesday, January 22, 2013 at 7:15 pm the meeting 
is open to all men 18 years and older.  All past, present and future members are encour-
aged to attend.  We will be discussing our projects for the future.  Refreshments will be 
served.   


