
The Vine 

April Fools’ Day 
 

Growing up, I can remember April Fools’ Day in our family.  Every year when it would roll around 
again, the members of my family would try to fool each other.  Some years, it was harder to fool 
and be fooled.  Other years, it seems that I was quite gullible as I fell    for whatever trick it was 
that was being played.  Really, once I realized that I had been fooled,     well, I truthfully felt pretty 
foolish.  Now, it is fun to try and fool Justin, Tyler, and Kristin.   

 
Paul, in I Corinthians 1:18 says, “For the message about the cross is  
foolishness to the those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved  
it is the power of God.”  In the section of verses that follows, he unpacks  
what that means. He means that the thought of God becoming human  
and being willing to die for his own creation, made in God’s own  
image, who turned their back on him makes no sense.  In the wisdom  
of the world, this sounds like complete and utter foolishness.  Gods don’t  
do that kind of thing in any other known religion.  For whose who are still  
in sin, who do not believe, it is non-sense.   

 
However, for those who know God’s forgiveness, what sounds like foolishness  
to others is extremely powerful and good news.  Paul tells us that God  
planned it this way so that we would have nothing to boast about.   
There is nothing we have done to earn or deserve what God did for us in  
Jesus Christ.  As foolish as that might sound, what God did in his “foolishness”  
was to defeat sin and death to become for us the source of life in Christ Jesus  
who became our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.   
That is what Good Friday and Easter are all about.  So go ahead, be a fool 
44for Jesus.   
 
       Pastor Doug 



Greater New Jersey Volunteers Needed for Next Stage of Sandy Recovery 
 
Volunteers are needed from within the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference (GNJAC) to move on to 
the next stage of Sandy recovery.  Starting in April, volunteers from across the United States will begin to 
come to help New Jersey residents rebuild from Superstorm Sandy, the second most devastating storm 
in US history as part of the GNJ long-term recovery ministry. Volunteers are the backbone of United 
Methodist relief and long term recovery ministry. 
These are some ways GNJAC churches and communities can help in the long-term recovery effort: 

Volunteer to be a part of work team (full week or weekend).  Online registration will begin March 15 
at www.afuturewithhope.org. 

Volunteer to staff and support a host site.  This includes welcoming volunteers, cleaning, providing a 
meal, and supporting volunteer needs. Online registration will begin March 15 
at www.afuturewithhope.org. 

Help families in your community that are struggling by sending the names of those in need of home 
repair or counseling support to SandyRecovery@afuturewithhope.org. 

Give financial support to this long-term ministry. Donations can be made online at www.gnjumc.org or 
mailed to: GNJ Sandy Relief Fund 
  1001 Wickapecko Drive 
  Ocean, NJ 07712 

 
The long-term recovery work will include a repair ministry that will focus on repairing approximately 300-
500 homes of low-income, elderly, and disabled individuals; rebuild in communities using the Communi-
ties of Shalom strategy to develop sustainable community—this will include repairs to church property; 
and provide case management, spiritual renewal, and counseling for the most hard-hit families and indi-
viduals. 
 
Approximately 15,000 volunteers will be needed over the next three to five years to accomplish these 
goals.  GNJAC needs volunteers from within the conference to help prepare for up to 200 out of state vol-
unteers to be housed and fed at GNJAC host sites each week. 
Host sites will provide a place for volunteers to meet, rest, sleep, shower and eat.  These will include 
three large-capacity sites: Highlands Church, Belmar Church, and Pinelands Camp.  Several other local 
churches will also host anywhere from 15 to 30 people. 

We welcome our new members The Strong Family, Paul, Kim, John, and Shana 
Marie; The Hickman Family, Todd, Debbie, Matthew, Rebecca, and Aaron; Chrissy 
Smith; and Beverly Nicholson. 



April 2013 Mantua Methodist Vine 
By William M. Crowley, Educational Research Director 

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV), “Study to show thyself approved unto GOD(” 
This exciting, unending series researches the KJV Bible with other sources. 

 

Wall Street Journal Saturday/Sunday, February 16-17, 2013 
“Hit and Miss: A meteor burst into flames over Russia damaging buildings and injuring about 1,000 people from it’s sonic 

boom. A giant asteroid narrowly missed Earth hours later.” 

Heavenly Fire!!!Heavenly Fire!!!Heavenly Fire!!!Heavenly Fire!!!    
 

Why Destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? 
(NRSV) Genesis 13:13, “Now the people of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD.” 
 The sins were not documented, but Lot went to live there as stated in Genesis 13:12. 

 

What is a Righteous Man? 
Saint Peter ‘s description of Lot as a righteous man is in: (NRSV) 2 Peter 2, 6-8, “(and if by turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction and made them an ex-
ample of what is coming to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man greatly distressed 
by the licentiousness of the lawless (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by their lawless deeds that he saw and heard),(” 

 

The LORD Intervenes 
(NRSV) GENESIS 18:20, “Then the LORD said, ‘How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomor-
rah and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether ac-
cording the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.’” 
 HE knew, even without the “great outcry”, as HE knows all we do. The LORD met with Abraham 
and the two angels preparing to enter Sodom.  
(NRSV) Genesis 18:22-33, Abraham pleads with the LORD for any innocent persons involved. The LORD 
will spare the cities if there are at least 10. 
(NRSV) Genesis 19:14, “But he (Lot) seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.” 
Lot’s future sons-in-law treated the evacuation as a joke, stayed...and perished. 
(NRSV) GENESIS 19:24, “Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the 
LORD out of heaven;!” 
 The LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and sulfur so hot that even the rocks burned 
like a scene from an inferno!  

 

How Were They Destroyed? 
 Sodom and Gomorrah’s 4,000 year history eliminated earthquake or volcanic evidence. Scientists 
claim a meteorite passing closely incinerated all. And today scientists admit no existing meteor defense.  

 

GOD’S Anger Before Leviticus 
Sodom and Gomorrah were pre-Leviticus destroyed.  The LORD paid sin’s reward: death.  

 

Tunguska (Siberia), June 30, 1908, 7:14 am 
A meteor exploded 3-6 miles over Siberia releasing a force of 1,000 Hiroshima bombs leveling 80,000,000 
trees over an 830 square-mile area. The flare was seen as far as London.   

 

The Relation to Today’s World 
 They are still here: The Bible and sinners and more meteors. Russia has recorded meteor instanc-
es.  Gambling against GOD by popular sin acceptance is the game. It’s the hottest thing going with public 
demonstrations supporting degrading behavior. The hot winnings will be paid in HELL. 

 

Remember 
(NRSV) Proverbs 13:21, “Misfortune pursues sinners, but prosperity  

rewards the righteous.” 



United Methodist Church of Mantua 

Ministering Through Video 
Painless Fundraiser 

 
• Buy Shop Rite ($20) or Acme ($25) Cards.   

• The Church receives 5%  
• You receive gift cards dollar for dollar.   

• It costs you nothing! 
 

Currently: We sell approximately $1,000 of gift cards per month.   
   Annually we earn about $600.   
 
Where does the money go?  It pays for some of the equipment 
needs of MTV.  In addition, contributions have been made to The 
Roof Fund, Chime Choir Repair, UMC Mission Trips and  
The Carpet Fund. 
 
Goal: 
 We have a goal of $1,000 per week. This is easily achievable!  If 

we only had 50 families that shop at either Shop Rite or Acme and 
each family bought one card per week, that would be $1,000. The 
church would earn $2,600 per year.  

 
When we meet this goal, MTV would not only be mostly self-

supporting, we would also be able to make larger contribu-
tions for other church  needs. 

 
Action: 
 LET’S DO IT!   
 Exchange your cash or check for Shop Rite or ACME gift cards and 

Go food shopping for your family! 
 It costs nothing but reaps great rewards! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
Bruce Reyher 



 
  
 
 
 

 

Family Promise  

4th Annual Golf Outing  
 

Friday, May 31, 2013 

Town & Country Golf Links 

Woodstown, NJ 

 

12:00 pm Registration 
1:00 pm Shotgun Start 

 

Golf and Dinner   $120.00 per golfer 
 Dinner only       $30.00 per person 

 

 

 

GOLFER REGISTRATION 
Mail this form and check payable to “Family Promise” to the address above. 

(Sorry, no credit cards accepted at this time.) 

 

NAME ______________________________  Phone _________ Paid __ 

NAME ______________________________  Phone _________ Paid __ 

NAME ______________________________  Phone _________ Paid __ 

NAME ______________________________  Phone _________ Paid __ 
 

 

Or, Register by e-mail to familypromisegolf@gmail.com 

Deadline for registration is May 24, 2013   

 

Family Promise is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 

 206 Ellis Street 
Glassboro, NJ 08028 

 (856)243-5971 

E-Mail: familypromisegc@aol.com 
Gary L. Salmon, Executive Director 

Website: www.familypromisegc.org  

The Interfaith Hospitality Network of  Gloucester County 



 
 
 
   

 

Family Promise 4th Annual Golf Outing  
 

Friday, May 31, 2013 

Town & Country Golf Links 

Woodstown, NJ 
 

12:00 pm Registration 
    1:00 pm Shotgun Start 

 

SPONSORSHIP REGISTRATION 
 

COMPANY NAME:  _____________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT PERSON: ____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ________ Gold Sponsor ($1,000) 
    Includes a foursome + your company logo displayed at sign-in              
     and in the tent during dinner                         

 

        ________ Silver Sponsor ($500) 
    Includes a twosome & your sign or logo displayed at sign-in 

 

            ________ Bronze Sponsor  ($100) Will display your name at 2 holes 
 

            ________ Hole Sponsor  ($50) Will display your name at a hole 
 

 

All proceeds benefit Family Promise’s efforts to provide homeless children and their parents a “hand up” instead of a “handout,” 

by providing food, shelter, and supportive services.     

 

Please make check payable to “Family Promise” 

Amount Paid: _____________  Check #: ____________ Date: __________ 

Family Promise is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 

206 Ellis Street 
Glassboro, NJ 08028 

 (856)243-5971 

familypromisegc@aol.com 
Gary L. Salmon, Executive Director 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network of  Gloucester County 



Led by Fire 
Friday, May 17th 

Dave Pettigrew 
Friday, September 20th 
 

Eddy Mann 
Friday, October 18th 

The Eons 
Friday, November 15th 



5
th
 Annual Rock the Block -How Can I Serve? 

 
It is hard for me to believe but the block party is only 11 weeks away!!  A lot has been 
accomplished as of this date.  I have secured all the bands that will be playing that day; 
I have secured a few vendors who will be participating on the street as well as received 
a few business sponsors!  Off to a great start! 
 
I am reaching out to you because volunteers are needed desperately.  This day is a day 
where we, The United Methodist Church of Mantua, reach out to our community and 
share Christ’s love.  We provide the food, the music, the prayer tent, the fun and the 
Holy Spirit does the rest.  We are simply opening the door. 
 
Here are a few examples on how you can help: 
• Pray for Rock the Block 
• Set up (the Friday night before and the morning of, including the band area,          
see Maria Kreh) 

• Kitchen help (please see Jen Wardrop or Gail Slimm on how you can help) 
• Clean up (during the day and after the block party is over) 
• Monetary donations (This event is a FREE event with FREE food) 
• Walking the neighborhoods surrounding the church and personally inviting them to 
the block party. 

• Find businesses (do you know any small business owner?) that can help sponsor the 
block party.  A minimum donation of $30 per business and their logo appears on our 
flyer, as well as any business cards or flyers they can submit that will be placed in 
our welcome bags.  They can also set up a booth and be a vendor that day, encour-
age them that this is a good way to promote their business as well as supporting a 
great cause. 

• Help with selling the Phillies signs. 
• Prayer Tent (please see Lynn Heiss).   
• Welcome Booth (please see Maria Kreh) 
• Help with stuffing the welcome bags:  with our Church information as well as the 
sponsor information (please see Becky Langer) 

 
I realize that this day is a long day and the volunteers that help all day long, from begin-
ning to end; there are no words to thank you.  When the day is over and we talk 
amongst each other and share our experiences throughout the day it makes it all worth 
it.  Also when we think about the walk that Jesus made to the cross, the long hours of 
this one day, makes it all worth it. 
 
Thank you for reading my letter and for your consideration in helping Rock the Block 
continue to be a day of witness, evangelism, hope and love. 
 
     Your sister in Christ, 
     Maria Kreh 



Kathy: 856-264-3056 

Coach Bag Bingo is coming up quickly!  Get your friends together for a great 
night of fun.  You can still reserve a table of 10.  See Janet Fuhrer 856-848-
9986 or Gail Slimm 856-468-0459 to get your tickets.  Bakers, we can use 
some desserts for that evening.  



Save the Date!  VBS—Everywhere Fun Fair 
June 24th—28th          6:00-8:30 pm 
Please see Jenise Fraser if you can help! 

Sunday, April 14th  

7:30 – 9:30am 

in McConnell Hall 
 

$6.00 Donation per ticket 
Kids under 3 eat Free 

 

Bring your appetite and enjoy a buffet of 
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,  

Orange Juice, Coffee & Tea! 
 

Tickets on Sale in McConnell Hall  
between Services or contact  

Jenise Fraser 218-7802 
 

Thank you for your support!! 



 2  Ed & Marcie Daniels 
        12  Paul & Lori Brooks 
                  17  Chris & Tracie Schaekel 
                   19  Heather & Joe Vincent 
                  20  Ed & Beverly Covert 
                 24  John & Corrine Brickner 
            26  Neil & Heather Riggs 
27  George & Nancy Wescott 

14  Kitty Gardner 
17  Leah Carelli 
18  Howard Aaronson 
 Evan Godsey 
 Tyler Kreh 
20  Karl Dickel 
 Ryan Drucker 
 Jenn Kraft 
21 Jake Armstrong 
22 Elizabeth Bobzin 
 Michael Gorman 
 Elise Jennings 
23  Beverly Covert 
 Christine Foster 
 Jim McManamy 
 Ed Reyher 
 Walter Rouh 
24  Brynn Cusano 
 Mabel Sherman 
26  Dan Gooch 
 Nick Kreh 
28  Jacob Shutman 
29  Tricia Eckert 
30  Emma Kohl 
 Jim Kruithof 

1 Lisa Austin 
2 Sean Gorman 
 Justin Kruithof 
 Craig D. Rudisill 
4 Joe Gelormini 
 Lorraine Litle 
 Debbie Sullivan 
5 Robert Austin 
6   Carter Ingram 
 Jordan Legg 
 George Shute III 
7 David Heiss 
 Savanna Schaekel 
 Christopher Skalit 
8 Joshua Yannerella 
10 John Fuchs 
 Wayne Histand 
 Emily Langer 
 Shelby Smith 
 Peggy Stecklair 
 Dave Stecklair II 
 Joel Szychoski 
11 Evan Niewoehner 
 Ashlee Sullivan 
 Melissa Tagye 
 Stephen Tumminia 

 

HAPPY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY! 

Happy April Anniversary! 



Women’s Community Bible Study  
 
Women’s Community Bible Study led by Pastor Gene Wilkins meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays September through May at the United Methodist Church of Mantua.  
Starting at 9:30 am for coffee and fellowship, with the study beginning at 10:00 am.  Cur-
rently, Pastor Gene is leading a study on Biblical miracles.  All are welcome.  If you have 
any questions, contact the Church office at 468-2711 or call 468-5549. 

New Members Class 
 
A new members’ class will be held on Thursday evenings.  We will meet the first Thursday 
of the month at 7 pm in the pastor’s office.  Our next meetings are April 18 and May 
2.  This is for all adults who are interested in becoming members of The United Methodist 
Church of Mantua.  If you would like more information, please speak to Pastor Doug.  The 
new members will be received into membership on Sunday, May 19. 

Volunteers Needed at 
The Camden Neighborhood Center 
To Serve Lunch from 10:30 am—1:00 pm 

On Saturday, April 6th  
 

Please see Pastor Doug if you can help. 

The EVE Circle is doing a missions project at the Camden Neighborhood Center! We are 
in need of gently used living room furniture such as sofas, love seats, side chairs, end ta-
bles, and lamps to spruce up their Senior Women's Space.  Also, there is a specific need 
for a small round table for the women to use to serve as a coffee station.  Please contact 
any member of Eve Circle or Pastor Doug with any questions.  

The Corinthian Cupboard is in need of some specific items.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your generosity. 
 
 Baked Beans      Jelly 
 Mashed Potatoes     Applesauce 
 Canned Yams & White Potatoes  Tuna fish 
 Cookies & Crakers     Hamburger Helper 
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The Newsletter is still being printed backwards due to new Post Office guidelines, but the 
end is near!  Please flip the newsletter over to start with the first page!  Thank you for your 
patience and understanding! 

United Methodist Night at the Philadelphia Phillies 
Saturday, August 17, 2013 

Philadelphia Phillies & the L A Dodgers 
Game Time 7:00 pm 
To order tickets call: 

Scott McDade @ 215-218-5434 or smcdade@phillies.com 
 

Please mention our conference when ordering tickets: Greater New Jersey Annual Conference 
Order early, don’t wait.  Questions?:  Rick Walker, Greater NJ United Methodist Men president 

856-939-2152 or walkerrn@comcast.net 


