
Small Group Meetings  
every Wed  7:00 pm at The Miller’s  

and every Wed 7:00 pm at The Histand’s 
Young Men Only Fridays 6:00 pm at Tyler Baitinger’s 

 
Come see what it’s all about! 

The   Vine 

 
Sunday Night Life 

June 21 
6:00 pm 

 
Check out our new page on the web!       

 

www.mantuaumc.org/opportunities/sundaynightlife 

 Once again this summer we are planning on going on a Mission Trip to Steubenville, Ohio where we 
will be participating in the Joshua Project.  Last year, we were able to accomplish much as we shared with 
the folks in Steubenville.  We did repairs on the building that we stayed in, we repaired a couple of homes 
in the community, we worked in the food kitchen, we worked in the food pantry, we put school supplies in 
back packs, we moved furniture out of a school that was going to be used for day care, we did yard work, 
and we grew closer to each other and closer to God through sharing.  One of the highlights was helping to 
supervise the backpack distribution and games for the Back to School day on Thursday.  We even made 
the local news.  There was also time for recreation as we went to Kennywood Amusement Park.  One of 
the highlights was sharing in a breakfast and dinner with a host church, the Greater Zion Temple.  We had 
opportunity to meet brothers and sisters who lived and ministered in Steubenville.  It was a great week and 
experience for all who attended.   
 We will be returning this year for the week of August 9th through the 15th.  This is a church mission 
trip opened to anyone who would like to attend.  Due to the size of the group last year, we are doing things 
just a bit differently this year.  We are asking all those who attend to pay the full amount for the trip.  It is 
$200.00 per person plus about $40.00 for the day of recreation.   That includes all expenses except for 
food at the park and on the way out and back.  While it seems costly, there will be ways to defray the cost.  
The youth (and anyone interested in doing so) are selling Krispy Kreme donuts.  Orders will be taken be-
tween now and June 7 and donuts will be delivered on June 14th.  All of the proceeds will be put in an ac-
count for the person who sells them.  There will also be a Disney breakfast on Sunday, June 28, before the 
VBS Closing.  All who help with the breakfast will also earn money for their account.   
 I would like to invite you to consider being a part of the team this year.  There will be a meeting on 
Sunday, June 7 at 6:30 PM for all who are planning on going or would like more information.  It you are not 
able to go, you can support the team in several ways.  First of all, by eating. Buy donuts and plan to join us 
for breakfast.  Why not bring a friend?  Secondly, if you would like to sponsor someone, by helping to pay 
for them to attend, please see me.  Third, and most important, please keep the team in your prayers as we 
prepare to go and as we travel. 
         Pastor Doug 



Vacation Bible School 2015 

G-Force 

 
Only a few more weeks until summer!! Why not start your summer off with  a week of fun 

and learning with family and friends at The United Methodist 
Church of Mantua VBS 2015. Vacation Bible School will be held Mon.  

June 22nd - Fri. June 26th from 6pm 8:30pm.  We will begin with dinner every night,  
then Music, missions, classes for all ages, games, crafts, snacks and prayer. 

 
Volunteers and donations are needed. 
 
Teachers – 3rd & 4th 
Classroom Helpers – 3rd & 4th, 5th & 6th  
Points & Registration - every night.  
Snacks - We need snacks and juice box/bag donations for each night. 
Games/crafts - If you would like to help with the outside activities (7:30 - 8:30), I'll have a 
sign - up sheet during pre-registration. 
Clean-up crew - We need help each night cleaning up to get ready for the following night. 
We will need help on Friday night to clean up the whole church. 
Prayer - Please pray for the whole VBS program. 
Dinner donations - Jelly, salad dressing, iced tea and lemonade mix. 
Decorations – If you have anything that you don’t want that would work for our G-Force 
theme. Example – bikes, skate boards, scooters, skates or if you think of something 
please let me know.  
 
Pre – register in McConnell Hall between services. 
Registration - $5.00 per person attending for entire week including dinner. 
T-shirts - $5.00 each 
CDs - $5.00 each 
 
For more information or if you would like to help, please see or e-mail 
Jenise Fraser at vbsumcofmantua@gmail.com. Thanks. 

Acolyte End of Year Trip 
 
The end of year trip will be to Sahara Sam’s on June 20.  The cost is $22.00 per person for an all day ad-
mission.  Acolytes are free.  The hours are 10  AM to 8 PM.  The indoor and outdoor parks are opened 
that day.  No outside food is allowed, but it is available for purchase.  We usually try to arrive when it 
opens and leave around dinner time, but if you drive, you are welcome to stay until it closes. Lockers are 
available with a cost of $7.00 and a $20.00 deposit for the key. If you know you want a locker, they are 
available ahead of time for $3.50, but I need to know. 
 
Acolytes are welcome to invite friends to come and the cost for a friend and any family members who 
want to attend is $22.00.  Please let me know if you are coming and how many will be attending.  Thanks. 



June 2015 Mantua Methodist Vine Research Insert 
By William M. Crowley, Educational Research Director 

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV), “Study to show thyself approved unto GOD)” 
This exciting, unending series researches the KJV Bible with other sources.  

HONEYMOON 
BEE HONEY ANCIENT HISTORY 

Honey history origin is not readily determined. Records---back to 7000 B.C from Spanish cave paintings--- 
record the importance of the sweet substance to ancient populations. It is mentioned---as a gift---in Genesis 
43:11.Even when there was a famine it was readily available in large quantities. Writings in Sumerian and 
Babylonian cuneiform writings and the Hittite code show the earliest records of beekeeping. Hive of bees 
were often found in the carcass of dead animals 
Judges 14:8, “(Samson))he (saw))the carcass of a lion)bees in the body)and honey.” Samson 
scraped it out into his hands and ate. 
 
The earliest records of keeping bees in hives were found in the sun temple---erected in 2400 B.C. ---near 
Cairo. The bee, represented in Egyptian hieroglyphs, was favored by the Pharaohs. This little worker sym-
bolized royalty. Egyptian honey had a role in births, deaths, and marriages. 
 
In the Old Testament, Israel is often referred to as “the land of milk and honey”’. 

THE HONEY MOON 
The term---honeymoon---has its origins in ancient European history. Teutonic tribes started the practice. 
The couple, married during the time of the full moon, was provided seclusion and fermented honey wine for 
thirty days. Hence, the name---honeymoon. Teutonic weddings, always held under a full moon, were possi-
bly a result of moon worship. The articles did not specifically report the origin. 

HONEY WINE 
The drink, mead, was a honey-based alcoholic beverage that was supposed to boost fertility. There were 
side effects. Death was not uncommon. The toxic effects of the honey wine killed. 
 
Attila the Hun was one case heavily addicted to honey wine. This led to hemorrhaging on his wedding night 
caused by overindulgence. Medical opinion is the excessive drinking, of honey wine, for years caused acid 
reflux to burn a hole in his esophagus. 

HONEY AND WEDDINGS TODAY 

MOROCCO. Wedding guests are given honey before the wedding ceremonies. During the ceremony no 
honey is used. Moroccans believe honey should be reserved for the cult of the dead. 

CROATIA (FORMERLY PART OF YUGOSLAVIA). The parents of the bridegroom await him at the 
threshold of the house with a pitcher of honey. The pitcher must not be made of glass. The groom, upon 
arriving, asks his mother what is in the pitcher. She replies, “My son, it contains my honey and thy good 
will.” When the bride enters, a spoonful is offered which she, after a little play, the mother puts into the 
bride’s mouth. 

HONEY, HONEY, HONEY 

 
O, How Sweet It Is! 







Please Join Us 
in for a Free 

BBQ to Celebrate 
Wenonah UMC’s  

130th  
Anniversary 

June 14th 
12:30 pm 

 

Disney Breakfast 
Sunday,  June 28th 

Before 10:00 am 
Service 

Details to follow 





MTV  Painless Fundraiser 
 

♦ Buy Shop Rite ($20) Cards.   
♦ The Church receives 5%  

♦ You receive gift cards dollar for dollar.   
♦ It costs you nothing! 

 

Where does the money go?  
It pays for some of the equipment needs of MTV.   

In addition, contributions have been made to UMC Mission Trips and The Waterproofing Fund. 
 

Goal:  We have a goal of $1,000 per week.  This is easily achievable!  If we only had 50 families that 
shop at Shop Rite and each family bought one card per week, that would be $1,000.  The church would 
earn $2,600 per year. When we meet this goal, MTV would not only be mostly self-supporting, we 
would also be able to make larger contributions for other church needs. 

 

Action:  LET’S DO IT!  Exchange your cash or check for Shop Rite gift cards and go food shopping for 
your family or donate cards to The Corinthian Cupboard or Family Promise!  It costs nothing but 
reaps great rewards! 

 

2014 Average Weekly Gift Card Purchases 
 
 
 

-Keep up the Good Work  
Thank you for your continued support! 

Bruce Reyher, MTV Treasurer 

 1st Quarter   
$558 

2nd Quarter  
$427 

3rd Quarter  
$357 

4th Quarter 
$488 

Open Door Ministries 
  
A note to keep everyone up to date with the new cooperative ministry that has been formed with Barnsbo-
ro, Mt. Zion, Mt Zion Wesley, Wenonah, New Sharon and us.  It will be known as Open Door Minis-
tries.  We will describe ourselves as The United Methodist Church of Mantua, a partner in Open Door Min-
istries.  Our vision and mission statement is as follows: 
  
Open Door Ministries is a collaborative community of United Methodist churches committed to sharing 
ideas, resources, and best practices in an effort to cultivate engaging worship and intentional outreach in 
Gloucester County.  Representing a diversity of worship styles, gifts, and talents, Open Door Ministries 
seeks to create opportunities for all people to encounter the presence of God and actively engage in min-
istry to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
  
The Steering team will be continuing to meet to develop what this will look like.  Representing our church 
on the team are Joe Vincent, Susan Fuchs, Helena Reynolds (youth member), and Pastor Doug.  Keep 
us in prayer.  



It’s Audit Time Again!  Please turn your groups’ information to the office to be audited as 
soon as possible.  Thank you! 

 

Zumba classes 

 
June 1st - No Zumba 

June 8th - 7:00 - 8:00pm 

June 15th - 7:00 - 8:00pm 

June 22nd - No Zumba (VBS) 

June 29th - 7:00 - 8:00pm 


