
The   Vine 

What is a LifeGroup?  "LifeGroups are a ministry of our Evangelism  
Team. Their purpose is the development of discipleship. They meet on  
a regular schedule for Bible Study and prayer, accountability, fellowship,  
service, and intentional (group) growth through multiplication. The  
foundational principle is confidentiality for the purpose of encouraging  
accountability."  Come see what it’s all about! 
The Miller’s 7:00 pm Wednesdays 
The Histand’s 7:00 pm Wednesdays 
Young Men Only—Tyler Baitinger 7:00 pm  Fridays 

From Pastor Doug 
 It seems like every time we turn on the television or open the newspaper (yes, some of us still read 
them), there is another shooting or gun violence.  No sooner does it happen and there is flurry of activity 
from both sides, those who support the right to own firearms and those who support gun control and tough-
er laws.  We hear how it is unreasonable to think that in a country where there are something like three bil-
lion guns they can be controlled or how making tougher laws would take guns out of the hands of criminals 
or how making tougher laws would only keep guns out of the hands of law abiding citizens or how tougher 
gun laws lowers the violent crime rate or how tougher gun laws increases the violent crime rate4..and on 
and on.   
 Certainly not an easy answer no matter which side of the issue you are on.  So maybe there is an-
other approach for us as Christians that could help. Some places to start: First, a strong family life and 
open communications with your children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Supporting our family 
members as they grow and talking with them, being involved in their lives, and taking an interest in them 
can ward off a host of problems.  Strong families make strong building blocks for society.  It is all about the 
relationships that we have. 
 Secondly, and I have seen this suggested a number of places, take some time to engage someone 
in conversation, especially if you notice that they seem to be having a rough day.  It doesn’t mean you have 
to become their best friend, but a few moments conversation with someone, listening and letting them know 
you care, an encouraging word, stating you will pray for them, any number of things that open a doorway 
for conversation and communication.  After all, that is what it means that we are made in God’s image, that 
we can communicate and relate on a level different than any other part of creation.   
 Third, we can teach our children how to relate to others in school.  How many times when the perpe-
trator is a school age person to we hear that they were isolated, picked on, a loner, etc.  Jesus in his minis-
try always stood up for the least, the last, and the lost.  He taught us how to be a good neighbor. If we were 
to teach our children how to stand up for someone being picked on or how to be cordial to someone on the 
“outside” or how to listen to someone as a friend and encourage them to do it, we would be helping our chil-
dren in their faith journey and in doing so helping someone else who may be  
struggling. 
 Fourth, pray for our schools, our country, our young people, our peers.  
Pray for those who feel alienated and alone.  Pray for enemies and those who  
persecute.  Do I believe that violence will go away if we do these things? No.   
Human nature is human nature and sin is sin. But I do believe that by doing  
these things we may make a difference.  By living as Jesus called us to live,  
we may influence others to do the same, and may just help someone along  
the way. 

New LifeGroup beginning in January—This group will be led by  
Pastor Joyce, please pray about being a part of it and if you have 
any questions or are interested, please contact Pastor Doug or  
Greg Miller. 



Zumba with Paula 
Bring Yoga Mat/Hand Weights 

 

$5 per class 
 

Mondays 7-8 pm 

MTV  Painless Fundraiser 
Buy Shop Rite ($20) Cards  *   The Church receives 5%  *    You receive gift cards dollar for dollar 

It costs you nothing! 
 
 
 
 
 

Where does the money go?  
It pays for some of the equipment needs of MTV.   

In addition, contributions have been made to UMC Mission Trips and The Waterproofing Fund. 
 

Goal:  We have a goal of $1,000 per week.  This is easily achievable!  If we only had 50 families that 
shop at Shop Rite and each family bought one card per week, that would be $1,000.  The church would 
earn $2,600 per year. When we meet this goal, MTV would not only be mostly self-supporting, we 
would also be able to make larger contributions for other church needs. 

 

Action:  LET’S DO IT!  Exchange your cash or check for Shop Rite gift cards and go food shopping for     
              your family or donate cards to The Corinthian Cupboard or Family Promise!  It costs nothing but  
              reaps great rewards! 

 

Average Gift Card Purchases 

-Keep up the Good Work  

Thank you for your continued support! 
Bruce Reyher, MTV Treasurer 

BEFORE YOU BUY: 
As you may know, our current budget is in the red, so if your group needs supplies for the kitchen, please 
check with Nancy Overton (856-478-0741) about your needs before you make any purchases. We have 
quite a stockpile of items (for example: there are currently more than 2,500 plastic spoons in the kitchen! 
As well as MANY styrofoam bowls, and an assortment of paper plates.). If you DO end up buying supplies, 
please label them with your group name if you want to save them for a future event. Otherwise, they will be 
up for grabs! Your cooperation will not only be appreciated, but will save money and storage space as well. 
Thank you.  

The Corinthian Cupboard is in Need of the Following Items  

Cereal  
Cake Mix 
Boxed Potatoes 
Canned Meats 
Canned Pasta  
Canned Chili 
Canned Fruit  

Syrup   
Pancake Mix  
Boxed & Canned Soups 
Macaroni & Cheese  
Jell-O 
Pudding  
Rice 

Beef Stew  
Spaghetti Sauce 
Spiral, Elbow & Bowtie    
     Pasta 
Instant Seasoned  
     Noodles & Rice 

2015 1st Quarter           2015 2nd Quarter  2015 3rd Quarter 
$455 per week             $337 per week     $434 per week 



November 2015 Mantua Methodist Vine Research Insert 
By William M. Crowley, Educational Research Director 

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV), “Study to show thyself approved unto GOD7” 
This exciting, unending series researches the KJV Bible with other related sources.  

SARAI & HAGAR---BIBLE-BASED REALITY CHECK 
PLEASE UNDERSTAND FACTS ARE FACTS 

 We have covered the Sarai/Hagar episode in the May 2015 Vine Article---why this? Review of 
Sarai’s background is now expanded. Sarai’s name describes her as a contentious person---“likely to cause 
a person to argue4exhibiting4wearisome tendency to quarrels”. (Source: Merriam-Webster.) 
Abram has an additional influence here. He is referred to as being cowardly by worrying about his own se-
curity and leaving his wife to be taken by other men. In my opinion, this weakness mated to a quarrelsome 
wife led to the fiasco with Hagar. 
 Genesis 16:2, “and Sarai said to Abram, ‘You see that the LORD has prevented me from bearing 
children;
’” The Bible shows this as a single statement. Referring to “
wearisome tendency to quarrels
” 
this statement most likely more than once said. Significant is Abram’s silence---why argue?  

THE ROLE OF THE MOON PRIESTESS 
 Enheduanna, daughter of Sargon the Great, was made priestess of the most important Temple in 
Sumer. A prolific and dedicated writer described the roles of a priestess, composing hymns and all other 
practices necessary to run the Temple. Clear is the rule---a priestess is forbidden pregnancy. This would 
disqualify her from the role of priestess---a definite loss in social status.  

PRIESTESS BIRTH CONTROL 
 The phenomenon of being “barren”, as described in the Bible, was Sarai’s main physical attribute. In 
my opinion, the guarantee of being always barren was beyond the laws of nature. 

Genesis 16:2, “and Sarai said to Abram, ‘You see that the LORD has prevented me from bearing 
children;
’” 

 Had the LORD prevented a pregnancy or is this the product of ancient medical practices? Further 
review of historical Temple data identified the methods used in ancient Sumer were also used by---
prostitutes. One ancient culture practice involved drinking a potion containing---mercury. 
Risk having a child and forfeit her priestess status, or, under Hammurabi Law use Hagar? Selfish? 

THE LAW OF HAMMURABI 
 Hammurabi’s Law is reactive---you hit me then the law says I have the right to hit you. It also says 
that if a person of importance is barren then another---like Hagar---can be used to carry the child. A person 
of “importance” includes a moon priestess. Commoners are not given this privilege. 

ISHMAEL’S BIRTH---PROCEDURES ACCORDING TO HOYLE (HAMMURABI) 
 At birth, the recipient mother (Sarai) kneels in front of the surrogate mother (Hagar) to receive the 
new-born into her (Sarai’s) lap. Sarai was to kneel in front of a woman she demoted from hand-maid to 
slave status---Moon Priestess Sarai was subjected to ridicule by Hagar? No record.  

AND SARAH LAUGHED---THE FINAL CHALLENGE TO GOD 
 Genesis 18:10, “
your wife Sarah will have a son.” Sarah hearing this laughed; then denied it be-
cause she was afraid. Then the LORD said to her, Genesis 18:15, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE CONGREGATION 
Which Law/Status Symbol was in Sarai’s mind? 
Being contentious as her name indicated, did Abram really have the last say about Hagar? 
Her laughter at GOD’s statement---did it indicate strong doubt or did her moon worship still influence? 

ALSO REMEMBER THIS 
Birth control is an ancient practice---a serious practice for certain status groups. And we in our modern 
world feel we are always doing something new. They were at least 6,000 years ahead of us. Surprise. 



Happy November Birthday! 

Happy November Anniversary 

1 Sue Seibel 
4 Scott Lisle 
 Elizabeth Rossi 
5 John Gallagher 
 Rebecca Holman 
 Richard Sullivan Jr. 
 Tom Whitcraft 
6 Paige Stecklair 
8 Michael DiSalvio 
 Alex Fischer-Horner 
 Timothy Makaro 
 Cole Reyher 
 Kevin Sullivan Jr. 
9 Ted Parks 
10 Shirley Crawford 
 Heather Kohl 
12 Meghan Holman 
13 Brandon Szychoski 
14 Tyler Baitinger 
 Jasmine Dickson 
 Dillion Hanahan 
 Andrea Shute 
16 George Freshcoln 

19 Dan Niewoehner 
20 Anthony String Jr. 
21 Wayne Eckert 
 Ann Newcomb 
 Doug Wagner 
23 Chase Mack 
 Dan Smith Jr. 
24 Michelle Brickner 
 Aidan Fuchs 
 Ann Raranta 
 Tucker Reyher 
26 Frankie Rohrman 
27 John DeGirolamo 
 Melanie LaBonte 
 Heather Szychoski 
28 Stacie Toppin 
29 Matthew Heston 
30 Debbie Hickman 

1 Mark & Kathy Durand 

4 George & Arlene Shute 

22 Rich & Billie Ann Ingram 

24 Walt & Lisa Rouh 

28 Jeff & Karisa Wescott 

29 James & Liz Gross 





The Care Team will meet on Tuesday, November 3 at 7 PM in the Board Room.  The Care Team visits our 
homebound members. If you are a part of the team or would like to become a part of the team, please join 
us. 

Acolytes for November 
November 8—5:30 PM at the church 
November 22—1:00 PM Meet at Church to go Ice Skating at Holly Dell. Cost is $10.00 which includes 
skate rentals  
 

Under Wraps—The Gift We Never Expected  
That’s the theme of our Advent Bible Study that will begin on Monday Night November 30 at 7:00 PM.  We 
will meet at the church in the Something in Common Room.  Pastor Joyce will be leading us in the study. 
Join us as we prepare for the Christmas Season. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Our Community Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Wednesday, November 25 at 7:30 PM at the 
Woodbury Heights Presbyterian Church on Elm Ave.  Join with our ecumenical brothers and sisters as we 
give thanks to God. 
 

Membership 
Pastor Doug will be starting a gathering for anyone who would like to become a member of our church. If 
you would like to be a part of the class, please let him know when you are available to meet.   

Become a Member of UMC Market! 
 

1. Signup at UMCMarket.org 
2. Enter the name of your UMC church or organization  
     (search for Mantua) 
3.   Browse through all our categories and choose to shop from our 
hundreds of stores. Every time you shop the stores will donate a portion 

of your purchase back to your selected UMC church or organization. Make sure to log in before going to 
the stores and to have an empty shopping cart before you start to shop. Also, you need to complete your 
purchase within 24 hours to be eligible for a donation.  

Dear Friends: 
 
It is with much excitement that I write you this thank you note!  This August, the Urban Mission held our an-
nual Back to School Bash event.  Although we were expecting a crowd, it wasn't until the end of the day 
that we realized more than 1,300 children received school supplies. 
 
Reflecting on the day, we know this would not have been possible without your support.   Thank you for 
your donations.  Because of you, many children had the opportunity to start the school year off right. 
 
Please know that each backpack and child were prayed over as well.  We know that prayer is just as im-
portant as receiving a new book bag. 
 
Here’s to a wonderful year for all students and teachers!  Thank you for making sure this was possible. 
 
        God bless you, 
        Rev. Ashley Steele 
        Executive Director 



Please thank our sponsors by patronizing their businesses. 

November 28th 

The JUG class will be collecting items for our troops in honor of Veterans Day.  Please check your bulle-
tins or the church’s website for more information.  All items can be placed in a box in the Narthex begin-
ning November 8th. 


