
A Reminder:  Our contemporary service now begins at 11 AM!!   
 
Chrismons 
We would like to invite anyone who has not done so to bring in a Chrismon for the Christmas Tree in the 
Sanctuary.  Please bring them on December 2.  What’s a chrismon? Chrismons are a type of Christmas 
Tree decoration used in many churches and often in the homes of Christians.  The symbols used repre-
sent a variety of biblical and theological concepts that are well known among most believers.  Often, if the 
ornaments on a Christmas tree are comprised mostly of Christian symbols,  
the tree is known as a "Chrismon Tree."  Chrismons are white with gold  
decorations of beads, ribbon, glitter, etc.   

 

Advent 2012 
During the month of December, during worship, we will be looking at God’s  
gifts to us at Christmas time.  We know that as we anticipate the celebration of  
Christmas, we recognize the greatest gift given to us.  The gift of God in human  
form, born in the manger, born for us.  On December 2, 9, 16, and 23, we will be  
taking a look at what that gift means for us.   

 

The series of sermons will center on the basics of our faith.  We will be looking at  
what the gift of Jesus means in terms of our Salvation, the Reign of God, the Church,  
and the Word.  Each week we will look at how Jesus’ coming brought about each  
of those gifts and how we are to respond to those gifts.   

 

Our Sunday School Pageant will be presented on Sunday, December 23, when we  
look at the Word.  The children will show us what it means that the Word became  
flesh as they tell again the story of Christmas.   

 

Join us as we prepare once again to receiver God’s gift to us. 
 

       Pastor Doug 
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Women’s Community Bible Study  
 

Women’s Community Bible Study led by Pastor Gene Wilkins meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays September through May at the United Methodist Church of Mantua.  
Starting at 9:30 am for coffee and fellowship, with the study beginning at 10:00 am.  Cur-
rently, Pastor Gene is leading a study on Biblical miracles.  All are welcome.  If you have 
any questions, contact the Church office at 468-2711 or call 468-5549. 

Youth News 
 
Realville has had an incredible year as we have become increasingly large in num-

ber and in person. There are youth stepping up as leaders in new and exciting ways. We 
have been blessed continuously with new opportunities to worship, to serve, to have fun, 
and to grow as a community. 
 During the Christmas season we are excited to celebrate the birth of our savior 
through worship and different means of celebration. We look forward to starting off the 
season by visiting the Langers as we did last year and check out Pitman’s Christmas dis-
play. On December 16

th
 we will be having our annual Christmas party and on the 22

nd
 we 

will be ice skating at the RiverRink in what Is quickly becoming an annual event for the 
youth.  
 As Christmas is quickly approaching we pray that you and your family enjoy numer-
ous joyous moments and are blessed deeply during the holidays and through the New 
Year!  

Christmas Service Schedule 
 

Choir Cantata—Sunday, December 9 at 7:00 pm 
 
Christmas Eve—December 24 
 7:00 pm Family Candlelight Service—a service for all ages 
 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—a quieter celebration  
 of the birth of our Savior! 
 
Sunday, December 30 One Service at 10:00 am.  This will be a service combining ele-
ments of our two Sunday morning services.  As it is the fifth Sunday, there will also be 
prayers for healing. 

The JUG class wish to thank all the super fantastic congregation who supported the Samaritan's 

Purse Shoebox.  We had last minute arrivals of shoeboxes to make our goal of 117 boxes a suc-

cess. Without all of the support from the church, this would not have been possible.  For those of 

you who have computers, please go to the Samaritan's Purse website and enjoy the happiest faces 

of the children who receive your box(es).  If you BELIEVE it can happen.  If you have FAITH  it can 

happen.  Putting FAITH and BELIEVING together it did happen! 



Going Food Shopping?  Buy Shop Rite and ACME Gift Cards from MTV before you go 
and use them like cash.  MTV receives 5% of  the gift card purchase and gift cards can be 
donated to Family Promise, Corinthian Cupboard or use them for yourself!  Gift Cards are 
available for purchase between services. 

Hurricane Sandy Relief 
 

We are currently collecting the following items to help those effected by Hurricane Sandy 
Relief: 
 
• NEW winter hats, gloves, scarves and blankets - Please NO other clothing. 
• Toilet paper 
• Paper towels 
• Bottled Water 

Angel Tree 
 

We will continue our Angel Tree Tradition by providing gifts for families in need.  
Please watch for details in your bulletin or contact Lynn Heiss 848-2500. 

Christmas Caroling and Teddy Bear Distribution  
 

We will leave immediately following worship and Sunday School on December 
23rd for Underwood Hospital to deliver the teddy bears and Christmas Carol.  
This is a very special experience that you won’t want to miss.  Plan to join us 
as we share the joy of Christmas! 

December Acolytes 
 

On December 23rd, the Acolytes are invited to go to Underwood Hospital to 
spread cheer to those staying in the hospital over the holidays.  We, along with 
church friends and family, will Christmas Carol in the halls and deliver teddy 
bears to the patients.  Afterwards, the acolytes are invited to return to the 
church for their annual Christmas Celebration. 
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How Old is Old in Genesis? 
 

By William M. Crowley, Educational Research Director  
2 Timothy 2:15. (KJV Cambridge) “Study to show thyself approved unto GOD…” 

This exciting, unending series provides a learning journey researching the familiar and not so familiar 
Gospel passages. Biblical references are KJV unless noted. 

 

Garden of Eden Society 
 Before the Fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, death was nonexistent.  GOD made all 
humans and animals vegetarians. (Gen. 1:29-30.) Enter the snake. 

 

After the Fall 
 Based on Biblical facts and theories of aging, the decline of the longevity pattern was caused by 
several changes. 

 

Who Shed the First Animal Blood? 
 Adam and Eve realized their nakedness. They made garments of fig leaves. (Gen. 3:7.) Then GOD 
slew the first animal (unidentified) to clothe Adam and Eve. (Gen. 3:21.) This slaying started the animal 
sacrifices, but not for food. From Adam to Noah, each averaged @ 930 years. (Excluded is Lamech, No-
ah’s father who was 777.)  
   

After the Flood: GOD Changes the Diet, Longevity Decreases 
 (Gen. 9:3.) “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you:…” 

(Gen. 9:4.) “…you shall not eat flesh…with its blood.” Enter cholesterol. The diet is now deteriorat-
ing to health, according to medical standards. 

The ages dropped from Shem, 600, to Abraham, 175. 
 

Is Everybody in the Gene Pool? 
 The close-breeding of animals has produced weak or unhealthy specimens. The African Cheetah, 
its gene pool decimated by over-kill, was recently tested by taking a skin specimen from one in Africa and 
grafting it to one in a USA zoo. The graft took!!! 
 Conclusion: All Cheetahs today are from one gene pool. This makes them vulnerable to a single 
epidemic. We could see their extinction …in our time!!! 
 

Gene Pool Reductions in the Bible 
 In the Great Flood, all humans were drowned except for the eight (8) on the Ark. The human gene 
pool suffered a dramatic reduction. 
  
 (Gen. 11:1.) “Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.” They migrated to the 
Land of Shinar and determined to build a tower. But , the LORD came down and confused their language 
causing them to scatter. Now the pool from the Ark was diluted to even lower levels. 

 

Conclusion 
 Diet changes, gene pool reductions, etc., are suspected in shorter life-spans  





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Holiday season, give something that means 
something.  Give blood and save 3 lives! 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
In Honor of  Angela Daniels 

 
Monday, December 10, 2012 

3:00 pm—8:00 pm 
 

At the United Methodist Church of  Mantua 
201 Mantua Blvd 
Mantua, NJ 08051 

 
 

Please call or go online  
to make an appointment Today! 

 
1-800-Red-Cross or go online to 

www.redcrossblood.org www.redcrossblood.org www.redcrossblood.org www.redcrossblood.org     
and enter the 

Stewardship Code 02215965022159650221596502215965 



Happy December Birthday! 

Happy December Anniversary 

2 Kristen Lisle 
     John Sfaelos 
     Taylor Ann Williams 
3   Laila McDonald 
     Greg Miller 
4 Danielle Kraft 
     Kathi Niewoehner 
5 Laurie Kruithof 
6 Gabrielle Salvatore 
7 Ian Gorman 
     Harry Litle 
8 Anthony Carelli 
     Kim Kraft 
9   Julia Lisle 
10 Donna Hanahan 
11 Esther Fuchs 
 Barbara Makaro  
 Nakoa Reed 
14 Janet Davis 
15  Dylan Hasko 
 Robert Smith III 

16  Aaron Reynolds 
 Carl Reynolds 
 Helena Reynolds 
17  Kevin Rumbol 
20  Shawn Foster 
 Michelle Liloia 
21  Jim Brickner Jr. 
 Reese Spencer 
 Alex Vincent 
23  Kim Wagner 
 Ryan Weiner 
      Sarah Wyatt 
24  Madeleine Lisle 
26  Melanie Banff 
 Michael Golding 
27  Holly Golding 
 Erik Heiss 
28  Elda Barger 
 Erin Fuchs 
29  Ed Covert 
 Chris Schaekel 
31  Sarah Jennings 

2  Richard & Debbie Sullivan 
7 Tom & Lorraine Beckett 
8 Doug & Jenise Fraser 
26 Mark & Beth Wyatt 
30 Adam & Talia Eubanks 
 Frank & Laurie Rohrman 



Christmas Taize 
 

December 4
th
 and 18

th 

 
At 7:00 pm 

 
Mantua UMC 

201 Mantua Blvd 
Mantua, NJ 08051 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Join us as we take a break from the business of the Christmas 
season and worship the Lord through a style of worship that cen-
ters on singing, chanting, prayer, scripture reading and periods of 
silence. The service will give you the opportunity to slow down 
and be still before the Lord, even as we excitedly and symbolically 
await the birth of our King.  

 
For more information contact Jim McDowell at  

JimMcDowell@mantuaumc.org 



Just for Fun! 

Did you know that according to the song, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer", Santa has 
twelve reindeer? Sure, in the introduction it goes "There's Dasher and Dancer and Pranc-
er and Vixen, Comet and Cupid and Donner and Blitzen..." That makes eight reindeer. 
Then there's Rudolph, of course, so that makes nine. Then there's Olive. You know, "Olive 
the other reindeer used to laugh..." That makes ten. The eleventh is Howe. You know, 
"Then Howe the reindeer loved him..." Eleven reindeer. Oh, and number 12? That's Andy! 
"Andy shouted out with glee." The proof is in the song! 

And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puz-
zling, how could it be so? It came without ribbons. It came without tags. It came 
without packages, boxes or bags. And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was 
sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before. What if Christmas, he 
thought, doesn't come from a store? What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit 
more?      Dr. Seuss 
 
As we enter the most wonderful and joyous time of the year, the children of the United 
Methodist Church of Mantua are invited to participate in the annual Children's Christmas 
Pageant.  The pageant will take place during both the 9:15 and 11:00 services on Decem-
ber 23.  Beginning in December, Sunday school teachers will be handing out participation 
forms to the children.  Please return your form to Terry Grabert, Susan Fuchs or any Sun-
day school teacher.  Please mark your calendars for a quick run through of the pageant on 
Sunday December 16 after the second service. 
 
We are asking that the children report to McConnell Hall at 8:30 the day of the pageant in 
order to get dressed and line up.  Costumes are provided.  Parents are welcome to help 
the kids dress, then have a seat in the sanctuary to enjoy the story of Jesus Christ's birth 
as shown by the children of our church.  Everyone becomes a part of the pageant as they 
sing some of the favorite hymns that tell the story. 
We hope you will all come out to be a part of the "little bit more" that we have to offer. 
  
Questions?  Call Terry @ 856 217-6185 


