
Advent and Christmas 
 

One of the best parts of the Christmas season for me, beyond the fact that we are celebrating the birth of 
the Christ child, is the opportunity to catch up with friends and family.  I can remember being in college and 
not being able to wait until the end of the semester to come home to see everyone and to share with them 
in the joy of the season. 
When we were talking about contentment  in church, I mentioned that God builds discontentment into us.  
That is, we are born with a desire to be in relationship with God.  We may not always realize what that 
yearning is, but when we do, we desire more and more to be closer to God.  There are many people who 
are searching for something, that spiritual connection, but they don’t always know what it is that they are 
looking for.  If we have a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, we know what they are looking for.   
As we move through the Christmas season, we have some special opportunities to invite our friends and 
neighbors to join us.  We have the Advent worship services, the pageant, the cantata, the Happy Birthday 
Jesus party, and more.  Why not invite someone to find their spiritual home this Christmas season?  The 
invitation is up to us, God will do the rest.   
 

Confirmation 
 

It seems like it was just last week that we were welcoming our confirmands as the newest members of our 
church.  But here we are, quickly approaching January when we will be beginning our new confirmation 
class for 2015.  Confirmation is for youth and (and any adults who would like to join us) who are in 7

th
 

grade or older who are interested in finding out what it means to be a member of the United Methodist 
Church of Mantua.  Being a part of the confirmation class does not mean that you have to join, but will 
have the opportunity to do so at the end of the class.  We will begin on Thursday, January 8, at 7 PM.  Par-
ents are encouraged to attend this meeting as it will be an orientation.  As a part of the learning, we will be 
travelling to Philly to visit St George’s UMC,  Baltimore, attending a service at a synagogue, and Barratt’s 
chapel in Delaware.  Any youth who missed those trips last year are welcome to join us this year for the 
trips.  If you have any questions, please see Pastor Doug. 

The   Vine 

It’s A Wonderful Life! 
  

Join us at 6:00 pm on Sunday, December 28, to watch “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.” (the colorized version)  Bring a dessert to 
share with everyone.  Beverages will be provided.  We will 
gather in McConnell Hall, eat, and enjoy the movie together.   

Upcoming Christmas Events 
 

December 7 Christmas Cantata at 7:00 pm 
December 21 Christmas Pageant at 9:15 am & 11:00 am 
 Christmas Basket Distribution 12:00-3:00 pm 
 Christmas Caroling at Inspira 12:30 pm 
 Happy Birthday Jesus Party (following Caroling) 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services 7:00 & 11:00 pm 



Evangelism 
By Greg Miller 

 
~ And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” ~ 
 
    There are a lot of misconceptions about evangelism. To be honest the word used to really scare me. It 
conjured up images of Billy Graham speaking in front of thousands in packed arenas where an altar call 
would be given and hundreds of people would come up and receive Christ and begin a new life. That’s just 
not me because I don’t believe that the Holy Spirit has given me that kind of gift and frankly, that’s not the 
majority of Christ followers in the world today. 
 
     Mr. Graham has a specific gift; he is an evangelist and though that has a part in evangelism, it’s not the 
whole picture. The scripture above is called The Great Commission and it’s something that every Christian 
should take seriously. We, you and me, are called to share Christ with those who have not come into rela-
tionship with him. To exhibit the good news that has made a difference in our lives to all that we come into 
contact with. It can be spoken or it can be demonstrated. 
 
     How do we go about it? At the last Evangelism Team meeting we had a very productive discussion 
about our efforts at Mantua. An idea was formed that has become our motto for the upcoming year; “It’s all 

about the invitation”. 
 
     So, the question is; what is the invitation to and what does it look like. Simply put, the invitation is to 
life; a life in Christ, transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit, in community with others and in service to 
others. The abundant life promised by our savior. A life of a disciple. The invitation can look quite different 
depending on the individual making it. Never underestimate the power of the smallest act. The invitation 
could be helping a neighbor or just being present in a trying time of someone you know. It could also be 
telling someone your personal faith journey, inviting someone to worship or some type of event being held 
at church or elsewhere, but remember, you’re only responsible for the invitation.  
 
     In the upcoming year, the E-Team will be looking for opportunities to “go” and we hope that you will 
come along on the journey. Already plans have been made to hold events off campus and in the surround-
ing community. We’ll be heading back to the park in the spring for our monthly “Sunday Night Life” worship 
services as well as beginning our walking ministry. These will give us the ability to meet people where they 
are, but remember that you have your own circle of influence right where you are. There are risks but re-
member, the Lord has already gone before you. 

Thank You!  We have exceeded our shoebox goal, but you will have to wait a little longer for a final count 
as shoeboxes are still coming in.  Soon children all over the world will have an opportunity to know of Je-
sus’ unconditional love for them through the distribution of these shoebox gifts.  For some children, they will 
be the only gifts they receive and a miracle that could change their lives because they will also have the 
opportunity to attend classes and learn about the Bible and the love of Jesus.  I often think of the song that 
most of us learned in our early Sunday School class—JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN—ALL 
THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD.  The J.U.G.’s thank all the many people of Mantua UMC and friends 
who have supported this yearly tradition.   
      Blessings to all who have contributed or prayed for the children,  
      Gail J. Slimm for the J.U.G. class 



Please join us in celebrating  
the birth of the King of kings 

as the Choirs present their Christmas cantata 

  

Hallelujah, Jesus Is Born 
  

Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 7:00 pm 

The Christmas Card Mailbox will be placed in the Narthex to gather Christmas  
Greetings for your Church Family December 7th through December 21st.  Please do not 
forget to check to see if you have received mail each Sunday.  Thank you to the Pairs & 
Spares class for continuing this wonderful tradition! 

It is Angel Tree time again!  Gifts will be going to needy families 
that have been provided to us through the Gloucester County Divi-
sion of Social Services.  The families are all from Mantua and 
Wenonah.  Those who wish to participate should follow these di-
rections. 
 
Take an angel from the tree.  PRINT your name and phone num-

ber on the color tag and place it back on the tree.  Take the white tag with you. 
 
Purchase your gift and return it WRAPPED with the white tag attached. 
 
Members of the SALT Class can assist you and answer any questions.  Thank you in advance for your an-
ticipated participation and cooperation. 

Christmas Pageant 
 

We find ourselves entering the wonderfully joyous time of the year in which we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth. The Children’s Christmas Pageant remains as one of the very special ways we do this at The United 
Methodist Church of Mantua.  The Sunday School Team will be working with Terry Grabert to support this 
much-loved ministry. 
 

The pageant will be presented on Sunday, December 21
st
 at both the 9:15 and 

11:00 services.  Following the 11:00 pageant, the children will return to their Sunday 
School classrooms.  
 

We reach out with hope and expectation that most, if not all, of our children will play 
a role.  Please encourage your children to join in both pageant shows, so that our 
whole church family can enjoy this adored program!   Please watch your bulletin for details and sign-ups. 



Happy December Birthday 

Happy December Anniversary 

2 Kristen Lisle 
     John Sfaelos 
     Taylor Ann Williams 
3   Greg Miller 
4 Danielle Kraft 
  Kathi Niewoehner 
5 Laurie Kruithof 
6 Gabrielle Salvatore 
7 Ian Gorman 
     Harry Litle 
8 Anthony Carelli 
     Kim Kraft 
9   Julia Lisle 
10 Donna Hanahan 
11 Esther Fuchs 
  Barbara Makaro  
  Nakoa Reed 
14 Janet Davis 
15 Dylan Hasko 
  Robert Smith III 

16  Aaron Reynolds 
 Carl Reynolds 
 Helena Reynolds 
17  Kevin Rumbol 
      Joseph DiSalvio 
20  Shawn Foster 
 Michelle Liloia 
21  Jim Brickner Jr. 
 Reese Spencer 
 Alex Vincent 
23  Kim Wagner 
 Ryan Weiner 
     Sarah Wyatt 
24  Madeleine Lisle 
27 Erik Heiss 
28  Elda Barger 
 Erin Fuchs 
29  Ed Covert 
 Chris Schaekel 
31  Sarah Jennings 

2  Richard & Debbie Sullivan 
7 Tom & Lorraine Beckett 
8 Doug & Jenise Fraser 
26 Mark & Beth Wyatt 
30 Adam & Talia Eubanks 
 Frank & Laurie Rohrman 



MTV  Painless Fundraiser 
 

♦ Buy Shop Rite ($20) Cards.   
♦ The Church receives 5%  

♦ You receive gift cards dollar for dollar.   
♦ It costs you nothing! 

 

 
Where does the money go?  It pays for some of the equipment needs of MTV.   

In addition, contributions have been made to UMC Mission Trips  
and The Waterproofing Fund. 

 
 

Goal:  We have a goal of $1,000 per week.  This is easily achievable!  If we only had 50 
families that shop at Shop Rite and each family bought one card per week, that would be 
$1,000.  The church would earn $2,600 per year. When we meet this goal, MTV would 
not only be mostly self-supporting, we would also be able to make larger  
contributions for other church needs. 
 

 
Action:  LET’S DO IT!  Exchange your cash or check for Shop Rite gift cards and go food 

shopping for your family or donate cards to The Corinthian Cupboard or Family Prom-
ise!  It costs nothing but reaps great rewards! 

 

The Average Weekly Gift Card Purchases—Keep up the Good Work!  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
                                     Bruce Reyher, MTV Treasurer 

2014 1st Quarter   $558 2014 2nd Quarter  $427 2014 3rd Quarter  $357 



 
 
 
 

                 December 14 at 
                   6:00 pm 

I know that all of us have experienced the love of God, some in big ways and 
some in small ways, but always the experience strengthens you.  I believe if 
we share our stories, it will help us keep God in our daily lives.  Last month 
Pastor Doug shared one of his experiences and I am hoping you will be en-
couraged to share your experiences too.  You can be anonymous if you’re shy 
or be known.  All you have to do is write it down and give it to or email it to 
Becky Langer (office@mantuaumc.org). 

Do you have Christmas Shopping to do? 
Become a Member of UMC Market! 

 

1. Signup at UMCMarket.org 
2. Enter the name of your UMC church or organization  
     (search for Mantua) 

3.   Browse through all our categories and choose to shop from our hundreds of stores. Every time you 
shop the stores will donate a portion of your purchase back to your selected UMC church or organization. 
Make sure to log in before going to the stores and to have an empty shopping cart before you start to shop. 
Also, you need to complete your purchase within 24 hours to be eligible for a donation.  

Are You Willing to Share Your Gift? 
  

As some of you may have heard, we are unexpectedly in the position of needing to add new members to 
our praise band for the 11 o’clock service.  We would like to invite anyone who would like to share their gift 
of music to join Maria, Curt, and Pam.  Specifically, we are looking for a guitarist, bass guitarist, and key-
board player.  There is also the possibility of adding some vocalists and other musicians as well.  What is 
required?  A willingness to learn and grow, commitment for rehearsal and Sunday morning, and most im-
portantly, a love for the Lord and desire to serve.  If you would like more information or are interested, 
please see Pastor Doug, Maria Kreh, Curt Bobzin, or Pam Runyan.   

Small Group Meetings 
 

Small Group meets on  
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm  
at The Miller’s and on 
Wednesdays 7:00 pm  

at Susan Fuch’s  
Come see what it’s all about! 



The United Methodist  
Church of Mantua 
201 Mantua Boulevard 
Mantua, NJ 08051 
 
Phone:   856.468.2711 
Parsonage:  856.468.0409 
Fax:   856.468.1121 
Email:   office@mantuaumc.org 
Website:  MantuaUMC.org 


