
Journeying On…. 
 
We have been on a journey to hope through the Lenten Season.  We talked about roadblocks and how 
we should not block others as they journey.   Specifically, we have to be careful of money and posses-
sions because they so easily build false hope.  We were reminded that we are created in God’s image, 
which Christ restores in us.  We then receive gifts that we are to use to join in what God is doing, for the 
benefit of all.  We talked about how we journey together, we do not travel alone.  On the last Sunday of 
March, we shared how temptations on the journey can seem like easy answers, and how important a 
strong prayer life is to not giving in to temptation.   
 

We are able to journey to hope because of Easter.  The good news of the Holy Week events and Easter 
resurrection is that hope, joy, and new life are available to us all through our faith in Christ!  That is great 
news, in fact, to good to keep to ourselves!  The Easter season is a perfect time to invite someone to  
one of our worship services and special ministries like the cantata or Easter egg hunt.  Think of someone 
who needs to know the good news of Christ or someone who attended regularly but you haven’t seen for 
awhile and invite them to join you on the journey to hope.  Offer to pick them up so they can come with 
you.   
 

Another opportunity we will have to share hope with someone is on our summer mission trip.  We are re-
turning to central Virginia again this year the week of August 12-18.  We will be working again on the 
farm, as well as some other projects.  If you would like to join us, please let me know as soon as you can.  
Space is limited.   
 
Thanks be to God who calls us to a living hope in Christ! 
 
     Pastor Doug 
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Family Promise 
Our next week to host Family Promise is April 1-8.  If you are able to help by 
providing food, hosting, transportation, etc., please see Janet Fuhrer.  This is an 
important ministry, especially as we provide for these families through the Easter 

season. 

Have you Noticed……. 
 

The closet in the Board Room is now completed?  All of the Family Promise supplies are now neatly 
stored.  Thank you to Justin Baitinger and the Scouts of Troop 45 in Mantua, as they completed Justin’s 
Eagle Scout project. 
 

The new carpet in the sanctuary?  It looks great!!  Also, the Pastoral Assistant Office and the Jr. High 
Sunday School room have been completely redone and also looks wonderful!  Good game out of the 
flood from the broken pipe in the Sanctuary heater.  Thank you to the Trustees for overseeing these  
projects. 

Financial Update 
 
After the first two months of the year, we have received $39,872.50, about $6,000.00 less than last year.  
Our year to date expenditure is $40,064.57.  This means that in the first two months we have a deficit of 
$192.07.  We still need to pay our ministry shares for the two months as well.  While we are living in diffi-
cult economic times, we would ask everyone to please prayerfully consider the above information.  
Please remember, if you are not present in worship, our ministry continues.  If you would like to sign up 
for the electronic giving, please contact the office. 



April 2012 Vine 
By William M. Crowley, Educational Research Director  

2 Timothy 2:15. “Study to show thyself approved unto GOD…” 
 
This exciting, unending series provides a learning journey by researching the familiar and not so familiar 
Gospel passages. Biblical references are KJV unless otherwise noted. 

 

What Really Matters? 

 
The Pine Tree Cross 

 
Fiction 

The common Christmas pine tree is an adopted pagan custom. Does the tree bloom to atone? 
 

Fact 
Easter is the same date in all parts of the world; spring is not. The North American natural phenomenon is 
about two (2) weeks before Easter. In north Africa the new growth appears several weeks before those in 
Norway. In the southern hemisphere, Easter is in autumn, not spring. This results in various blooming 
dates. Popular beliefs do not always follow the calendar. 

 
Tree or Cross: Does it Matter? 

Acts 5:30, “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.” 
Gal 3:13, “Christ hath redeemed us…Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 
The Crux Simplex, no crossbar, was a simple tree dedicated to the god of the netherworld. It was non-
fruiting, un-productive wood therefore making it totally valueless. Is this a real salvation issue? 

 
 A Refreshing Hint Telling Why Is Easter So Important! 

Remember the very basic most important verse, John 3:16, we learned in Sunday School! 
 

 
 

In Jesus Name We Give Everlasting Thanks. Amen. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”    



Just for Fun 
DID NOAH FISH? 

A Sunday school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the 

Ark ?" 

"No," replied Johnny. "How could he, with just two worms." 

 

UNANSWERED PRAYER 

 The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head for 

a moment before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why. 

 "Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages. "I'm asking 

the Lord to help me preach a good sermon." 

 "How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked. 



Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Sponsored by Eve Circle 

Saturday, April 7th 

At 11:00 am 







Happy Anniversary 

1 Lisa Austin 
2 Sean Gorman 
 Justin Kruithof 
 Craig D. Rudisill 
4 Joe Gelormini 
 Lorraine Litle 
 Debbie Sullivan 
5 Robert Austin 
6   Carter Ingram 
 Jordan Legg 
 George Shute III 
7 David Heiss 
 Savanna Schaekel 
 Christopher Skalit 
8 Joshua Yannerella 
10 John Fuchs 
 Wayne Histand 
 Emily Langer 
 Shelby Smith 
 Peggy Stecklair 
 Dave Stecklair II 
11 Evan Niewoehner 
 Ashlee Sullivan 
 Melissa Tagye 
 Stephen Tumminia 

14  Kitty Gardner 
 David Pennell 
16  Ed Farrell 
17  Leah Carelli 
18  Howard Aaronson 
 Evan Godsey 
 Tyler Kreh 
20 Jenn Kraft 
21 Jake Armstrong 
22 Elizabeth Bobzin 
 Michael Gorman 
 Elise Jennings 
23  Beverly Covert 
 Christine Foster 
 Jim McManamy 
 Ed Reyher 
 Walter Rouh 
24  Brynn Cusano 
 Mabel Sherman 
26  Dan Gooch 
 Nick Kreh 
28  Jacob Shutman 
29  Tricia Eckert 
30  Emma Kohl 
 James Kruithof 

12 Paul & Lori Brooks 
17 Chris & Tracie Schaekel 
19 Heather & Joe Vincent 
20 Ed & Beverly Covert 
24 John & Corrine Brickner 
26 Neil & Heather Riggs 
27 George & Nancy Wescott 

Happy 
Birthday 



Holy Week Schedule 
 
Palm Sunday April 1: 9:15 and 11:10 AM Worship  
                                           7 PM Choir Easter Cantata 
Holy Thursday April 5: 7 PM Holy Thursday Communion Service 
Good Friday April 6:  Noon Ecumenical Service at Wenonah UMC 
Saturday April 7:  11 AM Easter Egg Hunt and Family Fun Easter Party 
Sunday April 8:  6:30 AM Sunrise Service 
    9:15 and 11:10 AM Worship (No Sunday School) 
    Between the services: Kindergarten Sunday School Bunny Hop  


